Hadhrat Muawiyah Radiyallahu Anhu

One of the Greatest Rulers history has ever seen (23 of his narrated virtues)

1. Hadhrat Muawiyah Radiyallahu Anhu was amongst those Sahabah Radiyallahu Anhum who took part
in the battle of Hunain, regarding whom Almighty Allah declared:
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‘Then Alldh sent down His special mercies upon His messenger and upon the believers!’

2. Hadhrat Muawiyah Radiyallahu Anhu was amongst those Sahabah Radiyallahu Anhu who took part in
the battle of Tabuk, regarding whom Almighty Allah declared:
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‘Verily Almighty AllGh turned His attention of mercy upon His messenger, the Muhaajireen and the
Ansaar, those who followed His messenger during the hour of difficulty (i.e. The Battle of Tabuk)’

3. Hadhrat Muawiyah Radiyallahu Anhu, besides being a close relative of Rasulullah Sallalahu Alaihi wa
Sallam, was also blessed with the honour of being amongst the scribes of revelation.*

4. Qadhi lyadh has quoted? that Muaafa ibn Imraan® was once asked whether Muawiyah ibn Sufyaan
Radiyallahu Anhu was greater or Umar ibn Abdul Aziz. Hadhrat Muaaz became angry and retorted,

“A non-Sahdbi (i.e. Umar ibn Abdul Aziz or anyone else like him) can never be compared to a Sahdbi
Radiyallahu Anhu (i.e. A non-Sahdbi can never reach the mantle and status of a Sahdbi).
Hadhrat Mudwiyah Radiyallahu Anhu was a Sahdbi of Rasululléh Radiyallahu Anhu, his sister was the
wife of Rasululldhp, he was the scribe of Rasululldhp, and one who Rasululléhp trusted with
revelation.”

5. When Abdullah ibn Mubarak (the world-renowned scholar of hadith and figh, famous for his bravery,
generosity, and deep knowledge in literature, nahw, language, poetry, and all other Islamic branches)
was asked as to who was greater, Umar ibn Abdul Aziz or Hadhrat Muawiyah Radiyallahu Anhu, he
issued such a reply which brought an end to the entire discussion. He said:

“The dust that settled on the nose of the horse of Mudwiyah Radiyallahu Anhu, whilst he rode alongside

Rasululléh Sallalahu Alaihi wa Sallam, that dust alone is a thousand times superior to Umar ibn Abdul

Aziz!”*
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6. Abdur Rahman ibn Abi Umairah Radiyallahu Anhu has narrated that Rasulullah Sallalahu Alaihi wa
Sallam made the following dua for Hadhrat Muawiyah Radiyallahu Anhu:

P (gdadl) 4 Aaly Likga Lss alr! wgl
“O Alléh, make him a guide, guide him, and guide others through him!

Hadhrat Muawiyah Radiyallahu Anhu was blessed with the trait that his every judgement found success. One
who will ponder slightly over his twenty-year rule, in which he pulled the entire Ummah out of years of in-
fighting and united them under one flag, in which he sorted out the differences between all the disputing
parties and brought stability back for the Ummah, in which he reopened the doors of Jihdd against the
enemies of Islam, and in which he extinguished much of the fitnah (evil) that the Khawarij had ignited. If one
were to ponder over these feats, achieved in such a short span, one shall surely admit that Hadhrat Muawiyah
Radiyallahu Anhu was indeed one of the greatest rulers the world had ever seen. If one were to ask as to
where did Hadhrat Muawiyah Radiyallahu Anhu learn such remarkable governing principles, the answer would
be nothing else but that he had been blessed with the duas of Rasulullah Sallalahu Alaihi wa Sallam.

The results of this most blessed dua were visible throughout the life of Hadhrat Muawiyah Radiyallahu Anhu,
and through the blessings of this dua he was able to establish such an empire, that made a senior member of
the Tabi’een, Al-A’mash, exclaim,

‘If you had seen Muédwiyah, you would have thought him to be Al-Mahdi!”®
7. Rasulullah Sallalahu Alaihi wa Sallam made the following dua for his knowledge:
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'O Allah, endow Muawiyah with special knowledge of the Quraan and save him from afflictions.'
The result if this dua was that despite Hadhrat Muawiyah Radiyallahu Anhu being amongst those Sahabah
Radiyallahu Anhum who would only narrate from Rasululldh Sallalahu Alaihi wa Sallam, after great thought
and ensuring that he had heard and understood correctly, then too he was blessed with the honour of having,
according to what has been counted, twenty three Sahabah Radiyallahu Anhum narrating from him, amongst
whom were: Abu Zar Ghifari, Abdullah ibn Zubeir, Abdulldh ibn Abbaas, Abdullah ibn Umar, Abdullah ibn Amr

ibn al-Aas, Nu’'maan ibn Bashir, Wa'il ibn Hujar, Abu Darda, and Hadhrat Abu Saee’d Al-Khudri. Radiyallahu
Anhum

Hafiz Ibn Hajar Al-Haithami has written, after making mention of the great luminaries from the Sahabah
Radiyallahu Anhum and Tabi’een that had narrated from Hadhrat Muawiyah Radiyallahu Anhu:
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‘If you were to ponder over which giants of Isldm narrated from Hadhrat Muéwiyah, you shall realise what a
great jurist and Mujtahid he was!

8. The fact that Hadhrat MuawiyahT occupied the position of governor over Sham during the reign of
Hadhrat Umar Radiyallahu Anhu is itself sufficient testimony of his high rank.

In praise of Hadhrat Muawiyah Radiyallahu Anhu, Hadhrat Umar Radiyallahu Anhu said:
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“You speak regarding the wit and intelligence of Kisrah and Caesar, whereas you have Mudwiyah
amongst you!

9. In praise of Hadhrat Muawiyah Radiyallahu Anhu, Hadhrat Abdullah ibn Abbaas Radiyallahu Anhu,
who was known as the ocean of knowledge, said:
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‘None of us have more knowledge than Mudwiyah!’

10. Through his noble deeds Hadrat Muawiyah Radiyallahu Anhum was amongst those fortunate ones
who received assurance of Paradise from the blessed lips of Rasulullah Sallalahu Alaihi wa Sallam.

Rasulullah Sallalahu Alaihi wa Sallam praised the first Muslim army that shall wage jihad by sea with the
following words,
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‘The first army of my Ummah that shall ride the seas has made Jannah compulsory’ for themselves’

Hadhrat Muawiyah Radiyallahu Anhu was blessed with the good-fortune of being the Amir of this army.®This
occurred during the rule of Hadhrat Uthmaan Radiyallahu Anhu.

11. Tabrani has quoted an amazing experience of the Sahabi, Hadhrat Auf ibn Malik Radiyallahu Anhu.
He narrates that while Hadhrat Auf Radiyallahu Anhu was taking siesta, he awoke suddenly to find a
lion approaching. He reached out for his sword, but the talking of the lion (by way of a miracle)
caused him to stop in his tracks. The lion said, ‘Do not panic! | have been sent with a message! Alldh
has sent me to order you to inform Muawiyah that he is from the men of Jannah!” Hadhrat Auf
Radiyallahu Anhu asked, ‘Which Muawiyah?’ The lion replied, ‘Muawiyah ibn Abi Sufyaan!
(al-Mu'jam al-Kabir)

Noble traits:
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12. In praise of Hadhrat Muawiyah Radiyallahu Anhu, Hadhrat Abu Dardah Radiyallahu Anhu said:
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‘I have not seen one whose Salaah resembles the Salaah of Rasululléh Sallalahu Alaihi wa Sallam more than
your Amir, i.e. Hadhrat Muéwiyah!

13. Hadhrat Abdullah ibn Umar Radiyallahu Anhu praised the generosity of Hadhrat Mudwiyah
Radiyallahu Anhu, saying that he had never seen a man more generous than him. When questioned
as to whether he was even more generous than Hadhrat Umar Radiyallahu Anhu himself, lbn Umar
Radiyallahu Anhu replied that Hadhrat Umar Radiyallahu Anhu was greater, but Hadhrat Muawiyah
Radiyallahu Anhu was more generous.’

14. Abu Ishaq As-Subei’ie said, ‘After Muawiyah, we found none that could match him!"*° He would also
say, ‘If you had seen the era of Muawiyah, you would have thought him to be the ‘Promised
Mahdi’I"*

15. Mujahid would say, ‘Had you seen Muawiyah, you would have said due to his great virtue that he is
indeed “Al- Mahdi”!*? A similar statement has been attributed to Qatadah.™

Jihad in his era:

16. In the 19 years of his rule the Islamic banner was hoisted at 57 000 new areas, amongst which were
Kabul, Afghanistan, Russia, Cyprus, Rhodes (Greece), Cicily, Sudan, etc, taking the span that the
Islamic caliphate covered to 65 000 sq km.

Love for Sayyiduna Muawiyah Radiyallahu Anhu is a demand of loving those whom Almighty Allah and his
Messenger Sallalahu Alaihi wa Sallam love.

17. Once Rasulullah Sallalahu Alaihi wa Sallam came home and found that Hadrat Muawiya Radiyallahu
Anhu was visiting his sister, Hadrat Umme Habiba Radiyallahu Anha (the noble wife of Rasulullah
Sallalahu Alaihi was Sallam). Rasulullah Sallalahu Alaihi wa Sallam asked her if he loves him. She
replied that he is her brother and thus she indeed loves him. Rasulullah Sallalahu Alaihi wa Sallam
then said, 'Almighty Allah and his messenger love him as well! (Tabrani)**
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18. Urwah ibn Zubeir narrates that he never heard Miswar ibn Makhramah Radiyallahu Anhu making
mention of Hadhrat Muawiyah Radiyallahu Anhu, except that he would make dua for him.*

19. Hadhrat Ayesha Radiyallahu Anha was so happy with the rule of Hadhrat Muawiyah Radiyallahu
Anhu, and the peace and stability he had established, that she would at times say:
ok B S b o Ruglas oy 3o W gy OF Y )
(e oy DU (B I G52 gl s9y)
‘At times | even wish that Almighty AllGh take from my lifespan and increase through it the lifespan of
Mudwiyah.’

20. The great Sahabi, who was placed in a fire but did not burn, Hadhrat Abu Muslim Khawlani
Radiyallahu Anhu once said to Hadhrat Muawiyah Radiyallahu Anhu, ‘By Allah, from the time we
began loving you, we have never harboured any anger towards you! From the time we began
obeying you, we have never disobeyed you! From the time we united under you, we have never
separated from you! From the time we pledged allegiance to you, we have never broken that
allegiance! Our swords are on our necks. If you order, we shall obey! If you call, we shall immediately
present ourselves! If you proceed ahead, we shall trail behind! If we proceed ahead, we shall always
await your arrival!*®

21. Hadhrat Sa'd ibn Abi Waqqgas Radhiyallahu Anhu said regarding Hadhrat Muawiyah Radhiyallahu
Anhu:
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After Uthman | have not seen a man who fulfils what he owes more than the man of this door, i.e. Muawiyah

22. Abdullah Ibn Abbas Radhiyallahu Anhu said regarding Hadhrat Muawiyah Radhiyallahu Anhu:

(it B3 e 1 Ry Togtas G AR Gl ol i

I have not seen a man more fit for rule than Muawiyah.

23. The great scholar of Hadith, Imam Zuhri said regarding Hadhrat Muawiyah Radhiyallahu Anhu:
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Muawiyah threaded the path of Umar ibn Khattab for many years, and he did not divert from it in the least bit

May Almighty Allah bless us with true love for every Sahabi Radiyallahu Anhu, make us from those who defend
their honour, and resurrect us in their company. Aamin.



